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THEORY INTO PRACTICE

We design strategies that will 

support your community’s 

vision for the future.



OUR FRAMEWORK

Talent

Innovation Place





Pre-conditions for adaptive reuse:

• Original use has vacated building 

(or site)

• Existing user can’t operate efficiently
in the space

• Real estate market demands a more 

intense use



THREE QUESTIONS ABOUT 

ADAPTIVE REUSE



1. Where can it happen?

2. Who can do it?

3. What are the results?



Where can 

it happen?

• An entire district 

or large property

• An individual 

building

• Public spaces & 

infrastructure



Who can 

do it?

• Private sector 

(landowners, 

developers)

• Public sector

• P3 (public-private 

partnership)



What are 

the results?

• ROI (and tax 

base growth)

• New commercial 

space

• New space for 

people



Downtown Austin (1950s)

Austin History Center Association via TOWERS.net



Seaholm Power Plant (Austin, TX)

Image courtesy Casey Dunn Photography (permission granted for single use only)



Seaholm Power Plant (Austin, TX)



McMenamin’s Kennedy School 

(Portland, OR)

McMenamins Kennedy School by Jinx McCombs via Flicker (CC BY 2.0)



Constitution Plaza, 1967 (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



Hotel America (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



Constitution Plaza, 2018 (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



Spectra Boutique Apartments (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



Spectra Boutique Apartments (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



Spectra Boutique Apartments (Hartford, CT)

Image credit: Girona Ventures



The Arcade (Providence, RI)

Westminster arcade by Loodog via Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)



Woodall Rogers Freeway (Dallas, TX)

Image credit: Congress for the New Urbanism



Klyde Warren Park (Dallas, TX)

Sunny Day at Klyde Warren Park by Kevin 1086 via Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)



ONE QUESTION FOR YOU



How are you, as an EDO, 

leveraging adaptive reuse?

• ROI

• New commercial space

• New space for people



“New ideas must use old 

buildings.”

-Jane Jacobs



QUESTIONS

?



THANK YOU
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