
The Secret Sauce of 
American 

Competitiveness





Earnings by Major

Source: FiveThirtyEight, “The Economic Guide to Picking a Major”
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Share of Fed Budget: 0.18%



Recommendation #1

Understand the importance of 

government data— including to 

economic development



Recommendation #2

Encourage your elected officials to 

address limitations in data and data 

sharing



Recommendation #3

Combine government stats with private 

data



Recommendation #4

Share success stories on your use of 

specific data sources to elected 

officials



Recommendation #5

Acknowledge that government data 

isn’t enough
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