
On Canal Banks: 200 Years of 

Economic Development 

Opportunities



The Erie Canal 

opened vast 

areas of the 

upper Midwest 

to settlement 

and trade





Spurred Growth: 

Upstate NY Cities, Towns & Industries
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Erie Canal made 

New York the 

Empire State



Wedding of the Waters



Canal carried more than cargo…

Flow of people and ideas…

• Immigrants

• Social Reform & Cultural Advances

• Women’s Rights

• Abolitionism



An Enduring Legacy



NYS Canal System: 200 Years of 

Continuous Operation



There’s no place quite like it.
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Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

• Erie, Champlain, Cayuga-Seneca, Oswego Canals 

and “towpath-era” alignments

• 524 miles of navigable waterway 

• 230+ municipalities; home to 3.2 million New Yorkers; 



Our Plan & Goals

• Distinctive sense of place expressed 

& protected

• Current & future generations will value 

& support heritage preservation

• Recreational opportunities will 

achieve maximum scope & be diverse

• Corridor will be a “must-do” travel 

experience

• Natural resources will reflect highest 

standards of environmental quality

• Economic growth will be balanced & 

self-sustaining



A New Kind of Park

Adams Basin

Lock 33, 

Henrietta



Strategic Plan

• Preserve & Share Extraordinary 

Canal Heritage

• Promote Corridor as World-Class 

Destination

• Foster Vibrant Communities 

Connected by our Waterways
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Preserve & Share



Preservation & Adaptive Reuse: Matton Shipyard 

Visitor Center:



Preservation & Adaptive Reuse: Matton Shipyard



Preservation & Adaptive Reuse: Matton Shipyard



Interpretation



Inspiring the Next Generation

Buffalo



Ticket to Ride

Lockport



Every Kid in a Park



Promote Public Awareness 

of a World Class Tourism Destination

Fairport



Understanding Visitors

• Visitor Profile Study 2017

• Funded by NYS 

• Valuable results for us and 

state and regional tourism 

partners



Providing Visitor Information



Raising Public Awareness

• History, Nature, Community, Recreation

• 9 itineraries connect canal historic sites 

and recreational experiences with 

nearby national and state parks



Deepening Appreciation of 

Our Unique Sense of Place



Waterford

NYS Canalway Water Trail



New Opportunities
Oswego Canal



Journeys



Corning Museum of Glass Barge: 2018



Lois McClure: 2018 Journey 



Empire State Trail



Reimagine the Canals



Events & Festivals



Economic Impact

ECNHC generates $307.7 million in annual economic impact,

supports 3,240 jobs & generates $34.9 million in tax revenue



Foster Vibrant Communities 

Connected by the Waterway 

Canajoharie



Commercial Activities & Impact 

2014 Report: Non-Tourism = $6.2 Billion



Buffalo: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Canalside, Buffalo



Lockport: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Lockport Heritage District



Little Falls: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity



Canajoharie: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Canajoharie



Amsterdam: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Amsterdam



Waterford: Heritage Development & Economic 

Opportunity



Schuylerville: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Hudson Crossing Park

Champlain Canal



Seneca Falls: Heritage Development & 

Economic Opportunity

Seneca Falls

Cayuga-Seneca Canal



Canal Banks: Partnerships & Economic 

Oportunities

Public & private investments reinforce each 

other to advance entire region

Pittsford



www.eriecanalway.org

(518) 237-7000

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION





Self-Guided



Long-Term Partnerships



Celebration of Commitment


