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Number of job openings on the rise
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While unemployment continues to fall
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Underemployment rates show a similar trend 
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U-6 7.3%

U-5 4.4%

Official: 3.6%

U-5 Rate: Total  

unemployed plus 

discouraged workers, 

plus all other marginally 

attached workers.

Discouraged: Persons 

not in the labor force, 

want and are available 

for work, and had 

looked for a job 

sometime in the prior 

12 months but not the 

past two months.

Marginally attached: 

Workers who want and 

are available for work 

who cite any other 

reason than 

discouraged for not 

looking for a job within 

the past months.

U-6 Rate: Also includes 

those working part-time 

for economic reasons.
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2.4 million 

gap between 

separations 

and 

openings



Utah’s unemployment rate has been low for years
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Utah’s job growth is consistent
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Wyoming
West Virginia

Connecticut
New Mexico

Mississippi
Vermont

Maine
Alabama

Alaska
Rhode Island

Kansas
Illinois

Louisiana
New Jersey
Wisconsin
Arkansas
Michigan
Missouri

Ohio
Kentucky

Pennsylvania
Iowa

Indiana
Delaware

Oklahoma
Maryland

Hawaii
Nebraska

Virginia
New Hamp.

Montana
Minnesota

Arizona
South Dakota

Nevada
North Carolina
South Carolina

Georgia
New York
Tennessee

Florida
Massachusetts

Oregon
California

DC
Idaho

Washington
Colorado

North Dakota
Texas
Utah

Utah has led the nation during the expansion

From Pre-Recession High to Current

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; October 2018 Current Employment Statistics estimates.



How has Utah maintained above-average 

employment growth and low unemployment?
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Similar to question: How can an economy grow in 

a tight labor market?
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Utah’s Population by Age and Sex: 2016
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U.S. Population by Age and Sex: 2016
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Net Utah Migration
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Utah components of population change: 2010 to 2017 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Utah’s Population by Age and Sex: 2016 Colorado Population by Age and Sex: 2016
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1st in expansion 

job growth

4th in expansion 

job growth
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Utah’s Population by Age and Sex: 2016

Dominating the Labor Force
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Utah Rural Population by Age and Sex: 2016

Rural: Beaver, Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, Emery, Garfield, Grand, Kane, Millard, Piute, Rich, 
San Juan, Sanpete, Sevier, Uintah, Wayne


