
DISRUPTION 2018
TECHNOLOGY. TRENDS. TARGETS.

Jon Roberts , January 2018



John A. Rogers, University of Illinois, F. Seitz Materials Research Laboratory

Google

MANUFACTURING HEALTH CARE

COMMUNICATIONS TRANSPORTATION

http://www.chemistry.illinois.edu/faculty/John_Rogers.html


SUPPLY CHAIN
Entire business units cease to exist 

and secondary providers disappear

Abandoned Factory in Albemarle NC by albemar78 via Flickr (CC BY 2.0)



THE LABOR POOL
Massive disruption in the number of workers 

and the skill sets they require



SOCIAL NORMS
Culture shock around changing behaviors.



Disruption on multiple fronts...



RETHINKING TARGETS IN THE 
AGE OF DISRUPTION





DOWNSTREAM IS EASY

PERISHABLES & PICKUPS

POP-UP RETAIL

EXPERIENTIAL

ONLINE 
RETAILERS

DOWNSTREAM

UPSTREAM

DATA CENTERS

OWNER-CONTROLLED FULFILLMENT

OUTSOURCED FULFILLMENT (3PL)

B2C DELIVERY



GROWTH OF WAREHOUSING



SO WHERE ARE THE UPSTREAM OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU?

ONLINE 
RETAILERS

DOWNSTREAM

UPSTREAM

DATA CENTERS

OWNER-CONTROLLED FULFILLMENT

OUTSOURCED FULFILLMENT (3PL)

B2C DELIVERY



AND EVEN FURTHER UPSTREAM!

ONLINE 
RETAILERS

DOWNSTREAM

UPSTREAM

• Smart Speaker 
technology

• IoT

• Currency and 
credit models

• Cybersecurity 

• Cloud storage to 
distributive data 
management



www.cbinsights.com/research/top-startups-iiot/



THE RISE OF THE SMART SPEAKER



CONNECTED TO THE INTERNET OF THINGS



BLOCK CHAIN TECHNOLOGY



Decentralized Internet of Things Token

www.iota.org/



REMEMBER!
IT’S NOT JUST AMAZON



UBER ELEVATE: DALLAS-FORT WORTH, TX

www.uber.com/info/elevate/



CLIMATE CON: ASHEVILLE, NC

www.climatecon2018.com/



INNOVATE.VEGAS

www.innovate.vegas/



BLOCKCHAINS, LLC: RENO, NV

www.blockchains.com/



THANK YOU



2905 San Gabriel Street
Suite 205
Austin, TX 78705

512.343.9113

www.tipstrategies.com
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