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HISTORY: WHO WE ARE 
Central Louisiana Economic Development 
Alliance  

People prospering in vibrant, thriving 
communities. 

Major Employers, Knowledge Platforms, 
Regional Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

CLEDA Connects 



HISTORY: WHO WE ARE 



HISTORY:  
WHY LOCAL FOOD? 

Economy, Community and Social Capital 

$31 MM 

Rural Opportunity 



HISTORY: THE INITIATIVE 
Vibrant, regional food economy  

Access to, demand for, and production of  

Challenge for a Healthier Louisiana 
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INCREASING PRODUCTION 



INCREASING ACCESS  



INCREASING DEMAND 



INCREASING CONNECTIONS 
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LESSONS LEARNED:  
 

Find the Right 
Partners 

Connect with 
Those Already 
Doing It 

Prepare For Failure 

Adjust 

Move Forward 

Patience 
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