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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

As the mayor of our city, | continually seek out

ways to foster a healthy investment climate within

a regulatory environment that is responsible to our
community and responsive to the needs of business
owners. | am passionate about promoting our city
as a desirable place to live, learn, work and play.

We have a tremendous entrepreneurial spirit in Lethbridge
that rewards investment and creativity and a long history of
working in partnership to ensure the best for our city, our
residents and our economy.

| am excited about our city’s future. Projects underway in
Lethbridge include the $260 million science and academic
building at the University of Lethbridge, $65 million trades
& technology building at Lethbridge College, $109 million
civic leisure and aquatics centre, $41 million ice complex
and a $35 million new commercial development.

Lethbridge City Council is hard at work and dedicated to
providing a healthy business climate that fosters business

investment and growth.

l invite you to come to southern Alberta and see for yourself
all that Lethbridge and the region has to offer.

Sincerely, It2(

Olr Spraner.

Chris Spearman
Mayor 1<
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SOUTHERN ALBERTA
WELCOMES YOUI

Working in partnership, four non-profit
organizations are fostering investment and trade
relations to grow the Alberta economy and build
on existing southern Alberta-China relations. This
partnership between Alberta SouthWest Regional
Alliance, Economic Development Lethbridge,
Lethbridge County and SouthGrow Regional
Initiative represents 40 Alberta municipalities,
170,000 people and 10,000 businesses.

Southern Alberta is known as one of the world’s strongest
agricultural regions producing high-quality foods and
feeds that are exported around the world. Our region
works hard to protect our environment, producing a large
portion of Alberta’s renewable energies, agricultural
commodities, bio-based products and many new clean-
technology innovations.

With wide open spaces, breathtaking landscapes, as well as
authentic prairie and rocky mountain experiences this
region offers the opportunity for people to connect with
nature in a very unique and personal way.
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In follow-up to the recent visits from our
sister-city colleagues in Anyang City and
Anyang County, Henan, China, we are inviting
China-based industry to visit southern Alberta.

4 F—REBENKEFEHS, RERE
ARMENMREENRSERGZE, &
MNAFELSHPEEWVFTRERIFIEIZ
HIEE AR

We can't wait to show you the wonders of our region and
our world-class opportunities.

HMNEVHFEERRIX—XBA—HFEURERE
AR
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GION

REGION

The Southernmost region of West & Central
Alberta is a breathtaking piece of the Canadian
landscape, with expansive prairies, majestic Rocky
Mountains, picturesque rivers and valleys often
under clear blue skies as far as the eye can see.
This reqgion is located in the province of Alberta
and sits on the doorstep of the Canadian Rocky
Mountains and includes natural wonders such as
the impressive Waterton Lakes National Park, and
historic sites such as the Head-Smashed-In Buffalo
Jump World Heritage Site and Writing-on-Stone
Provincial Park.

Southern Alberta has a rich and exciting past. It was home to many
indigenous people, a corridor of trading posts, a region patrolled by Royal
Canadian Mounted Police housed in forts at key locations, a web of prairie
settlements, and an economy driven by coal mining at the turn of the
century. Coal mines dot the landscape throughout Alberta, as coal was the
prime commodity from the 1880s until the 1960s, and it was this industry
that drove significant investment into Alberta’s rail infrastructure.

This region is home to 170,000 people living in 34 safe, vibrant cities,
communities and municipalities, in a land area of 38,270 square kilometers.
Lethbridge is the central city and hub of the region with a population of
nearly 95,000. Surrounding towns include: Cardston, Claresholm, Coaldale,
Coalhurst, Crowsnest Pass, Fort Macleod, Milk River, Nanton, Picture Butte,
Pincher Creek, Raymond, Taber, Vauxhall, and Vulcan ranging in population
from 800 to 8,100.

Located in traditional Blackfoot Confederacy first nation’s territory, the
region includes land reserves of two of the confederacy’s tribes — the Kainai
(Blood) nation, and the Piikani (Peigan) nation. The Kainai reserve, with an
area of more than 1,400 square kilometers, is the largest in Canada and the
Piikani reserve, at 430 square kilometers, being the fourth largest in Canada.
The total population of both reserves is approximately 14,000 people, with
social, economic, educational, and cultural ties between each other and the
surrounding communities. Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site located near the Town of Fort Macleod, showcases
many traditional aspects of Blackfoot culture and beliefs, including the
central importance of the bison (buffalo) hunt in traditional Blackfoot life.
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CLIMATE

The region has clean, fresh water, 320 days of sunshine per year, clear starry
nights and a bounty of natural resources. Warm westerly Chinook winds
reduce the severity and length of the winters. Relatively dry air provides a
comfortable atmosphere for residents and visitors alike.
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PEOPLE

The region has a young and growing population, particularly within the city
of Lethbridge where the median age is 38 and the portion of the population
ages 20-29 is higher than average, due to the two post-secondary
institutions. The population is equally distributed between men and women,
and on average grows about 2% per year. Residents enjoy a high standard of
living and the average income per household is $84,000 Canadian dollars
per year.

Lethbridge is a culturally diverse city. As of 2011, there were 12,420
immigrants living in Lethbridge, an increase of 13% since 2006. The largest
sub-groups of immigrants are from the United Kingdom, Netherlands,
United States, Mexico and Germany. Lethbridge is also home to the largest
population of Bhutanese refugees and immigrants in Canada. English is the
predominant language spoken in this region, followed by French, German,
Dutch, Spanish, Filipino and Chinese.
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EDUCATION

This region is home to a well-educated population, with more than 60% of
the population benefiting from a post-secondary education. The region is
committed to quality education from pre-school and kindergarten through
to college and university. Within the Alberta public-school and Catholic-
school systems, there are more than 40 elementary schools (primary), junior
high schools (pre-secondary), high schools (secondary) and integrated
occupational schools (secondary).

There are also multiple centers providing world-class research and
development. At the University of Lethbridge researchers are performing
ground-breaking work in the field of science. The University is also home to
nine research centers and institutes that bring leading researchers together
from across disciplines to address issues that affect our world and beyond.
Lethbridge College is training youth in state-of-the-art techniques to deal
with today’s age of technology and environmentalism Lethbridge Research
Centre is expanding our agricultural abilities at one of Canada’s largest
Agriculture and Agri-food research facilities.
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TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR

The geographic location benefits form an excellent continental
transportation system. Road, rail, air and logistics offer a range of safe,
affordable and efficient options and, in some cases, provides a competitive
advantage to regional businesses, while ensuring the consistent ability to
collaborate within the region. The well maintained transportation corridors
and temperate climate means excellent movement of people and goods
24/7/365.

Businesses benefit from proximity to major markets as there are more
than 5.5 million people that can be accessed from the region within a
day’s drive, and over 50 million through overnight delivery. The region
is strategically located on the North South International Trade Corridor
(CANAMEX Highway) and is close to the United States border. The
region has Alberta’s only 24 hour Port of Entry at the Coutts/Sweetgrass
Border Crossing.
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ECONOMY

Southern Alberta benefits from a strong and
vibrant economy, supported by a diversified
economic base built on a healthy mix of
businesses anchored in our communities. The
industry diversity fosters a healthy business
environment and creates potential for future
enhancement and development opportunities.

The Lethbridge region has a gross domestic product valued at close to
$5 billion a year and this continues to grow. The largest industry
contributors to the economy are agricultural, followed by manufacturing
and processing, then wholesale and retail trade. This is supported by
strong business service and commercial sectors, and a thriving
construction sector.

Lethbridge GDP, CND $

Year GDP,CND $ GDP % Change
2014 $4,998,000,000 1.2%
2015 (f) $5,052,000,000 1.1%
2016 (f) $ 5,136,000,000 1.7%

25800
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FETHET ENE~EE (GDP) , KUIRT AL

GDP, LUfNjc A GDP % 1<

2014 $ 4,998,000,000 1.2%
2015 (Fiit) $5,052,000,000 1.1%
2016 i) $5,136,000,000 1.7%

Source: Conference Board of Canada, Mid-Sized Cities Outlook, 2015
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LETHBRIDGE GDP BY SECTOR
KT EEFFITALCDP

Source: Conference Board of Canada, Mid-Sized Cities Outlook, 2015

HRSRR: MEXEWR, PEEHTRE, 2015F

A

I Public Administration Att&IE

B Personal Services ™ ARSE

B Business Services F AR

B Non-commercial Services JERTl R %

Finance, Insurance, Real estate &&t {RE&. FEitif=

Wholesale & Retail Trade #t&ZFIEER S

Information & Cultural Industries {58 53k =l

Transportation & Warehousing =i 1% i

Manufacturing #li&Jlr

Construction ZEHilr

Primary & Utilities

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

P-_

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

There are more than 10,000 businesses in this region in addition to 4,470
farms encompassing a land area of 4.2 million acres. Farm revenues are
$3.11 billion per year, the highest of all areas in Alberta. The on-farm
livestock and poultry are valued at $885 million, with 1,060,830 cattle and
calves reported. Cropland totals 3.7 million acres and this area is the largest
producers of durum wheat, fodder corn, potatoes, flaxseed, dry beans,
sugar beets and vegetables (such as sweet corn and green peas) in Alberta.

Alberta has a pro-business attitude with one of the lowest tax environments
in North America. In fact, communities and municipalities within this
region have some of the lowest tax rates within the province of Alberta,
which already has some of the lowest tax rates within Canada. The healthy
business environment is also supported by low costs of doing business.

International Tax Cost Comparison
Average per Operation ($US'000)

Location Property Tax Total Taxes
Lethbridge $ 99 $ 586
Canada $ 188 $ 593
Netherlands $ N $ 1,609
Australia $ 33 $ 692
United Kingdom $ 267 $ 740
Germany $ 144 $ 807
France $ 51 S 814
Italy $ 56 $ 869
United States $ 243 $ 1,152
Japan $ 370 $ 1,365

Source: Competitive Alternatives: KPMG’s Guide to International Business Location, 2014 Edition.
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RFRRIE: Tk D (KPMC)ERRM it S 5E, 201444

REGIONAL PROFILE OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA, CANADA




I (= 28 8 opf I o< > > =

R

KEY INDUSTRIES

Southern Alberta offers a diverse range of
industries operating across a variety of sectors.
The largest industry and economic driver is
agricultural production. This is followed by agri-food
processing, manufacturing, alternative energy/
renewable energy and tourism. These industries are
supported by a strong construction and commercial
services sector, a robust public and private sector
economy in one of Canada’s strongest provinces.

AGRICULTURE, AGRI-FOOD
& BIO-PRODUCTS

Crops produced in the region include:

- Spring & Durum Wheat

- Canola

- Barley

- Forage crops (such as alfalfa)

+ Sugar Beets

- Potatoes

-+ Corn

- Pulse Crops (such as beans, peas and lentils)
+ Honey

Livestock is also a key agricultural product, with the mainstays of beef,
pork, and poultry in addition to eggs, cheese and milk, that contribute
significantly to Canada’s and the worlds protein supply.

A large portion of these crops are also processed in the region, and global
producers such as Richardson Oilseed, McCains, Cavendish, PepsiCo
Foods, Lucerne Foods, Sunrise Poultry, Sunnyrose Cheese, Maple Leaf
Meats, and Parmalat are distributing their high quality Canadian food
products around the world.

The biochemical/biomaterial industry is an emerging sector which is
developing bio-based chemicals and materials from hemp, corn, canola,
sugar beets and other Alberta crops. This is a sub-sector of the chemical
manufacturing industry, which generates $2 trillion in annual revenue.
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ALTERNATIVE, RENEWABLE
AND BIO-ENERGY

The region has invested in renewable energy sources including:

« Wind

- Solar

« Bio-Energy
- Bio-Fuels

Considered to be the birthplace of Canada’s wind industry, the first
commercial wind farm was built in Southwest Alberta in 1993. Presently
there are 532 turbines generating 1,086 megawatts of energy capacity, with
another $1.2 billion in wind energy projects planned or proposed in the
region that will potentially double capacity over the next several years.

Receiving 2,300 hours of sunshine on average per year offers an
advantageous location for the solar industry in Canada. Alberta has the
potential to be a world leader in the supply of solar energy.

There are two bio-digesters in the area and combined they produce more
than 4.2 megawatts of energy per year by converting plant and animal waste
to energy. Home to the largest biodiesel plant in Canada, this facility can
produce 66 million litres of biofuel a year.

9@?1{ ~ B A RE TR AN A
Y e R
AR B ABEELREE, G

- KUgE

- RPFR&E

- EMREIR
- AR

NEAARBBOIAARMERRE~ LM ZEM, E—1 8
LB R D &R IATE993F I Fikith. BaRTAMAS32
NEEHAE, L1086 RMEN, SHEMES 122
IR R EET B EFETTRIBURIN D, REKILFRN=RERTAE
&

it X 45 5 S 4 B BE R £1i52,300/ e, #EINE KA KFH
REfTA PRI T BRI S LEF BN RMER
ABHAEREIR Rt o

KX ERNENASH, BLEED NI HER L
AR, BEMNSESTBEA2ER. ZRERAEMEX
RABIEMSHT, BEATEF6C00T AFHIEMIREL

MANUFACTURING

Manufacturing and distribution have a solid foundation in Southern
Alberta, much of it in support of agriculture and agri-food. Heavy
manufacturing is also a significant industry, not only in terms of job
creation and employment, but also in the economic impact it has on
the region.

Overall manufacturing contributes more than $633,000,000 to the local
GDP each year. From specialized trailers to aircraft engines, this area is
home to a range of small to medium sized manufacturers. Manufacturing
sub-sectors include:

- Agricultural Equipment

- Aircraft Engines

- Metal Foundry (casting & fabricating)
- Metal Fabrication

- Modular housing

- Oil & Gas Equipment

« Plastic Products

« Transportation Equipment

- Waste & Recycling Systems

Oil and gas equipment, and home manufacturers benefit from cost-
effective manufacturing of products and supplies. Automation, robotics,
lean manufacturing and Kaizen practices contribute to the continued
success of these businesses and the highly diversified local economy.
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DUCATION

EDUCATION

This region is home to a well educated population, with more
than 60% of the population benefiting from a post-secondary
education. The region is committed to quality education from
pre-school and kindergarten through to our college and
university. Within the Alberta public-school and Catholic-
school systems, there are more than 40 elementary schools
(primary), junior high schools (pre-secondary), high schools
(secondary) and integrated occupational schools (secondary).

When it comes to selecting a school, parents and students can choose from a
wide range of options. Alberta is recognized internationally for its excellent
K-12 (kindergarten through high school) education system.

Alberta School System Options

Most children attend public, separate, francophone or charter schools that are
part of Alberta’s public education system. They can also access a number of
unique and innovative programs - including home education, online/virtual
schools, outreach programs and alternative programs. Parents can also opt to
home school their children.

Choice is one of the important principles Alberta’s education system is built
on, and this is embodied in the numerous education offerings available within
the system.

The predominant options include:
* Public and Separate Schools

o Youth between the ages of 6 and 19 years of age

o Open to all Canadian citizens, including those admitted to Canada for
permanent residence, a child of a Canadian citizen, or child of an individual
admitted to Canada for permanent or temporary residence

* Francophone Schools (French Language)

o Under Canadian law, parents whose first language is French have a
constitutional right to have their child educated in French when there are
enough students to warrant it.

* Private Schools

o Parents may choose to educate their children outside the public
education system, within the private school system. Private schools
may charge tuition and other fees as required.

* Charter Schools

0 These autonomous non-profit public schools are designed to provide
innovative or enhanced education programs that improve the acquisition of
student skills, attitudes and knowledge in some measurable way.
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Lethbridge is one of only a few cities its size with
two post-secondary institutions. Combined with
our smaller size and safe environment, our region
is an exceptional place for students from across
Canada and around the world.
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LETHBRIDGE COLLEGE

www.lethbridgecollege.ca

Lethbridge College has a 50-year tradition of meeting the educational and
training needs of southern Albertans. Working collaboratively within the
Campus Alberta system, more than 6,200 students access Lethbridge College
each year in over 70 career programs including: Business and Management,
Media and Design, Engineering Technology, Justice Studies, Health Sciences,
Human Services, Agriculture and Natural Sciences, Environmental Sciences,
Trades and Apprenticeships, Preparatory Studies and University Transfer.

Innovative career-focused programs provide Lethbridge College graduates
with a solid foundation to go forward into the working world and help to
facilitate the change that is often needed in today’s business environment.
Lethbridge College’s mission is to inspire and facilitate learning and innovation
to meet economic and social needs.

Each College program has an advisory committee made up of business and
industry representatives to guide curriculum development. The quality of
Trades and Technologies programs at Lethbridge College is reflected in the
Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training Board’s recognition of four
instructors as the best in southern Alberta for four years running. Now the
College is embarking on a project to build a new Trades wing, to add advanced
technologies to the training of future tradespeople.

The Lethbridge College welcomes students from China and all around the
world to join our campus community. Lethbridge College and the Southern
Alberta region offer a safe and friendly environment in which to live and study.
Information is available in Mandarin at: www.lethbridgecollege.ca/sites/
default/files/imce/admissions/international/viewbooks/international_
chinese_viewbook_2014-15_rev_nov.pdf
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THE UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

www.uleth.ca

Founded in 1967 as a liberal arts institution, the University of Lethbridge has
evolved into a comprehensive university with a broad range of programs.
More than 500 Faculty members educate nearly 8,500 students in
undergraduate and graduate programs in education, fine arts, health
sciences, humanities, management, nursing, sciences and social sciences,
leading to academic degrees at the bachelor, master’s and doctoral levels.
The institution also provides select degree completion opportunities for
transfer students and diploma graduates, as well as programs and degrees
that lead to a professional designation.

As one of Canada’s top primarily undergraduate universities, the University of
Lethbridge strives to support the academic, professional, and personal
development of our students. The university is ranked 3rd overall in the
primarily undergraduate category within the Maclean’s Canadian University
rankings (2014). International students comprise approximately 7% of the
University’s total enrolment. There are over 85 countries represented on
campus with 125 students from the People’s Republic of China as at Fall 2014.

The U of L has experienced unprecedented growth over the past decade. The
growth in student enrolment has been reflected in the landscape of the
campus with the addition of 11 new buildings in the past 10 years. In spite of
this growth, the U of L maintains a close-knit feel and a dedication to our
history as a liberal arts institution.

With facilities for pursuing original research and creative activities, the
university conducts research in all disciplines and is dedicated to research
excellence in areas in which it has special expertise or that have particular
relevance to the region through research centres and institutes. These
include the Canadian Centre for Behavioural Neuroscience, the Prentice
Institute for Global Population and Economy, and the Water Institute for
Sustainable Environments.

This region offers multiple centres providing world-class research and
development. At the University of Lethbridge researchers are performing
ground-breaking work in the field of science, Lethbridge College is training
youth in state of the art techniques to deal with today’s age of technology and
environmentalism and Lethbridge Research Centre is expanding our
agricultural abilities at one of Canada’s largest Agriculture and Agri-food
research facilities. The University of Lethbridge is also home to nine research
centres and institutes that bring leading researchers together from across
disciplines to address issues that affect our world and beyond.
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RICULTU

AGRI-FOOD & BIO-PRODUCTS

HF 2 B0 IS 3%

Yy
il

AGRICULTURE

Southern Alberta is the largest, most fertile and
productive agricultural region in Canada. It has rich
soil, 2,300 hours of sunshine and 140 growing days
per year, all supported by the largest irrigation system
in Canada. It is recognized as a leader in Canola
production, as well as, confined feeding operations.

Growth in agriculture has accelerated as efficiencies in farming operations,
crop and livestock techniques have improved. There are ample opportunities
in this ideal setting for traditional and innovative agricultural development.
In addition to crops, it accounts for a large portion of the cattle and calves,
hogs, hens and chickens raised in the Province of Alberta.

In much of southern Alberta, there is not enough rainfall and moisture to
naturally sustain agricultural crops. Therefore, agriculture is supported by an
irrigation area that involves 13 irrigation districts. Irrigation in Alberta
accounts for nearly 4.1 billion cubic metres of surface water.

This region is home to 4,470 farms encompassing a land area of 4.2 million
acres. Farm revenues are $3.11 billion per year, the highest of all areas in
Alberta. The on-farm livestock and poultry are valued at $885 million, with
1,060,830 cattle and calves reported. Cropland totals 3.7 million acres and
this area is the largest producers of durum wheat, fodder corn, potatoes,
flaxseed, dry beans, sugar beets and vegetables (such as sweet corn and
green peas) in Alberta.

Crops produced in the region include:

- Spring & Durum Wheat

- Canola

- Barley

- Forage crops (such as alfalfa)

- Sugar Beets

- Potatoes

- Corn

- Pulse Crops (such as beans, peas and lentils)
- Honey
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Livestock is also a key agricultural product, with the mainstays of beef, pork,
and poultry in addition to eggs, cheese and milk, that contribute
significantly to Canada’s and the worlds protein supply. Alberta has some of
the largest confined feedlot operations in Canada and our region in the
province produces approximately 60% of all Canadian beef. These confined
feeding operations focus on the nutrition, health management, and
maintenance of the facilities and environment in order to finish livestock
such as beef cattle, hogs, horses, sheep, turkeys, chickens and ducks to the
highest food health standards prior to processing.

The agriculture industry in Southern Alberta is recognized for its
entrepreneurial and progressive farmers who experiment with new
specialty crops, new equipment and advances in precision agriculture, and
land management practices. The business of agriculture is broadening in
Alberta, shifting from food producers to agri-business.

As new global markets for agriculture and agri-business products grow, so do
the opportunities for trade and investment. Lethbridge College and the
University of Lethbridge have focused on advancing the agriculture industry,
and have established a number of programs and resources for data-driven
productivity in agriculture. This region is also actively pursuing opportunities
with non-traditional, high value crops that are ideally suited to the region.
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AGRI-FOOD

Southern Alberta’s processed agricultural products
are literally consumed around the world. Home to
more than 120 established processing businesses,
producing food and/or feed for Canada and the
world, Agri-food companies report:

« A combined annual revenue of $1.3 billion

* Employment of 1,679 people

» Operating facilities that cover more than
30 acres

» Wage costs of $72.8 million annually

* The majority (64%) invested in equipment
and/or the adoption of new technologies
within the past year

Southern Alberta has a long history of being an agricultural production, dis-
tribution and service centre. In fact, The Lethbridge Research Centre (estab-
lished in 1906) is the largest within Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s na-
tional network of 19 centers and leads Canada’s research in the development
of bio industrial platforms. Success in this industry is due to the proximity to
the crops produced in the region, with food and feed processing surrounded
by agricultural production.
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Interesting Facts:
- Sunrise Poultry Ltd processes 14.5 million fowl per year; 290,000
per week.
- Richardson Oilseed Ltd. was the first in the world to market canola oil.
- Sunnyrose Cheese (Agropur) processes 300,000 litres of milk per day,
producing millions of pounds of cheese per year.
- Green Prairie International, a global supplier of forage products, has
a state-of-the-art compressing facility which allows 26 Metric tons to
be shipped in one 40 foot container.

Companies in Southern Alberta are growing and prospering with employ-
ment in the Agriculture and Agri-Food cluster growing by 25.5% in the last
10 years. A large portion of locally grown crops are processed in the region,
and global producers such as Richardson Oilseed, McCains, Cavendish,
PepsiCo Foods, Lucerne Foods, Sunrise Poultry, Sunnyrose Cheese, Maple
Leaf Meats, and Parmalat are distributing their high quality Canadian food
products around the world.

- Richardson Oilseed invested $15 million in 2012 to increase their
facility by 40%. Currently a $120 million expansion is underway that will
further increase their production capacity when operational in 2017.

- PepsiCo Foods is in the midst of adding a multi-million dollar
expansion that will be the first facility of its kind in Canada.

- EPIC (Egg Processing Innovations Cooperative) is the first egg breaking
plant of its kind in Alberta and produces liquid egg, as well as eggshell
membrane and eggshell powder.

In addition to food processing in Southern Alberta, this region is home to
firms that process crops, such as Green Prairie International, and send them
across Canada and the world.
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BIO-PRODUCTS

The biochemical/biomaterial industry is an emerging
sector in the region which is developing bio-based
chemicals and materials from hemp, corn, canols,
sugar beets and other Alberta crops. This is a sub-
sector of the chemical manufacturing industry,
which generates $2 trillion in annual revenue.

A=W

E /RN E A X B 4T,
EMNRR. EXK. BHE. HRMEMA S
EMPALZENELZRHER . X
LIFEWH—1TFTd, BF~ES
&S 2712

REGIONAL PROFILE OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA, CANADA




I (= 28 8 o T < > > =

A AR

-IN

Hy
Hb

—I\

C\WABLE

RGY

ALTERNATIVE, RENEWABLE
AND BIO-ENERGY

Southern Alberta has invested in renewable
energy sources including wind, biofuels, methane
conversion (through bio-digesters), and solar.
Renewable energy is 16.9% of Canada’s total
primary energy supply. Hydro (59%), wind
(1.6%) and biomass (1.4%) are the three largest
sources of Canada’s electricity generation.

In 2013, The Climate Change and Emissions Management (CCEMC)
Corporation supported eight Alberta projects and provided $46 million in
funding. These projects had a combined value of nearly $390 million and will
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than five megatonnes over the
next 10 years.

Southern Alberta is a region that truly understands the value of its natural
resources. Industry and community work together to maximize and
capitalize on what is available within the local environment and to maintain
a sustainable and renewable approach to resources.

Lethbridge College is the only postsecondary institution in Canada
approved to deliver BZEE certified wind turbine training programs (the
current world standard).

Some examples of this philosophy are provided below:

- Lethbridge has the highest number of green certified homes per capita in
Canada and is home to one of Canada’s first built green residential
community and first Energy Star rated community.

- The City of Lethbridge recycles more than over 50,000 kilograms of metal
each year.

- Park Place Mall received the BOMA BEST level 4 environmental award, the
highest rating for green efforts, and is the second shopping mall in all of
Canada to receive this rating without investing in renovations.
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WIND ENERGY

Considered to be the birthplace of Canada’s wind
industry; the first commercial wind farm was built
in Southwest Alberta in 1993. Presently there

are 532 turbines generating 1,086 megawatts of
energy capacity, with another $1.2 billion in wind
energy projects planned or proposed in the region
that will potentially double capacity over the next
several years. There is also a robust network of
companies in place to service and support these
wind farms. Currently at 95% completion, the
Blackspring Ridge Wind renewable energy project
represents the largest investment in wind energy
in Western Canada, with 166 turbines expected
to generate 300 megawatts of energy — this one
project is enough to power 140,000 homes.

Due to the force of wind from the mountains, technology to measure wind
velocity was developed in southern Alberta, and is now sold around the
world. These advancements in monitoring wind and in the oil and gas
sector could potentially be developed through international partnerships.
Businesses benefit from a highly skilled and specialized workforce to oper-
ate their valuable wind and alternative energy assets. Training is available
through the Lethbridge College International Wind Energy Academy and
a number of other alternative energy programs and includes hands-on
experience with relevant equipment. This is just one of many reasons why
the Southern Alberta/Lethbridge region is one of the most competitive
environments in the world in which to produce green energy (See: Figure
D.19.KPMG Competitive Alternatives Study 2014).
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SOLAR ENERGY

Alberta has the potential to be a world leader in the
supply of solar energy. Receiving 2,300 hours of
sunshine on average per year offers an advantageous
location for the solar industry in Canada. Taking
advantage of this is the Town of Vulcan, who is
currently building a “Solar Park” which is the first of
its kind in Canada, and will be based on the
concepts of energy efficiency, aesthetics, and
energy production.

This industry provides multiple opportunities including the expansion of a
manufacturing industry for solar equipment, developing solar farms to
supply electricity to the power grid, or partnering with a research group to
commercialize a breakthrough technology.

As the cost of traditional electricity increases and the technologies of solar
energy evolve, it is inevitable that solar energy businesses will start, grow
and prosper in the Southern Alberta region.

Source: Competitive Alternatives: KPMG’s Guide to International Business Location, 2014 Edition.
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BIO-FUEL

While Qil & Gas is an $80 billion industry in
Canada, southern Alberta is making a mark with a
variety of renewable energy assets. Over the past
15 years, the renewable fuels industry in Canada
has grown exponentially and Lethbridge is creating
a strong sector in this region. There are $2.3 billion
of renewable fuel production facilities in Canada.
These facilities have the capacity to produce two
billion liters per year of ethanol and bio-diesel which
is just 2% of global production. This profiles the
tremendous opportunity for growth and Lethbridge
is well-positioned to be a major player in building
this sector.

Bio-fuel plants produce either bio-ethanol or bio-diesel used as fuel additives
for purposes of reducing emissions. Southern Alberta is home to the largest
biodiesel plant in Canada. This facility can produce 66 million litres of biofuel
ayear.
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BIO-ENERGY (BIOMASS)

Bio-enerqgy, scientifically referred to as biomass,
turns plant material and animal waste into energy,
and is the oldest source of renewable energy on the
planted. Until recently, biomass supplied far more
renewable electricity—or “biopower”—than wind
and solar power combined. (Energy Information
Administration, 2008).

Bio-energy provides multiple environmental benefits, including the
reduction of air pollution and carbon emissions. This energy source is
often a by-product of agriculture, such as animal waste, corn stalks and
spoiled produce. Crops for bio-energy can also be grown and harvested in
ways that protect the quality of the soil, avoid soil erosion, and maintain
habitats for wildlife. With a growing bio-energy industry, farmers in
Southern Alberta benefit from a new revenue stream, or cost offset, from
their crop residues, as well as having the opportunity to grow new energy
crops - all while reducing emissions by creating renewable energy.
(www.ucsusa.org)

Southern Alberta is home to two bio-energy facilities and combined they
produce more than 4.2 megawatts of energy per year.

- Lethbridge BioGas is a $30 million facility with a generating capacity
of 2.8 megawatts of power (enough energy to power 2,800 homes).
With the addition of new generating units, it has the future capacity
to produce up to 4.2 megawatts. Lethbridge BioGas is the first facility in
Canada to incorporate patented thermal hydrolysis technology,
approved by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, for the destruction
of prions that cause BSE in cattle.

- GrowTEC (Grow The Energy Circle) received $3.5 million in funding from
Climate Change and Emissions Management (CCEMC) to develop a
multi-faceted bio-energy venture. This $8 million facility will offset
10,400 CO2 on an annual basis. The anaerobic biodigester converts
25,000 tonnes of organic waste per year to produce more than enough
energy to power operations on a third-generation potato farm, with
excess being supplied back to the grid.
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MANUFACTURING

Manufacturing and distribution have a solid
foundation in Southern Alberta, much of it in
support of agriculture and agri-food. From
specialized trailers to aircraft engines, this
region is home to a range of small to medium
sized manufacturers. Oil and gas equipment,
and home manufacturers benefit from cost-
effective manufacturing of products and
supplies. Automation and robotics, lean
manufacturing and Kaizen practices contribute
to the continued success of these businesses
and our highly diversified regional economy.

Heavy manufacturing is also a significant industry in Southern Alberta, not
only in terms of job creation and employment, but also on the economic
impact it has in the region. A competitive tax structure, excellent proximity
to markets and a highly dependable workforce has allowed a diversified
manufacturing base to thrive and grow in Southern Alberta.

Southern Alberta is also home to a significant metal manufacturing sector
producing fabricated metal products through forging, bending, forming,
welding, machining, and assembly. The leading sources of revenue within
the industry are fabricated structural and architectural metal products,
machine shops, boilers, tanks, and containers as well as coating, engraving,
and heat-treating.

In a recent study by Economic Development Lethbridge, the
Manufacturing companies reported:
- Combined revenue of $331 million annually
- Employing 1,740 people
- Wage expenses of $122 million per year
+ Exporting their products provincially (82%) and internationally (52%)
- Investing in equipment ($8 million in 2013) and technology
($3 million in 2013)
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Interesting Facts:

- Manufacturing firms in Lethbridge occupy more than 4.1 million square
feet of floor space, the equivalent 70 (NFL) football fields.

- Haul-All Equipment in Lethbridge is a world leader in bear-proof garbage
receptacles and recyclable collection equipment; they manufacture all of the
angled garbage bins for the 44 Canadian national parks, as well as supplying
specially designed trash bins to the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, BC.

- BCT Structures construction included the pour of a 100,000 ft2 concrete

floor, one of the largest pours in Lethbridge history.

- Triple M Housing’s 800 foot long facility can accommodate up to 32 homes.
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Figure D.19
International Manufacturing Cost Index
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According to the Conference Board of Canada’s 2014
Mid-Sized Cities Outlook Report, Manufacturing
contributes $633 million to the regions GDP
accounting for 13% of the overall output. This is
expected to grow to $661 million in 2015, an increase
of 4.4% over a two year period.

Examples of companies that contribute to the growth in this key
industry are listed below:

- Southland Trailers is the largest manufacturer of light industrial trailers in
Western Canada, and one of largest in Canada. The company builds more
than 12 types of trailers, from livestock trailers and car haulers to dump
and custom trailers, which are distributed through dealers spread
across western Canada, northwestern United States, Yukon, and the
Northwest Territories.

- Pratt & Whitney Canada has plants in Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia and
Alberta. The Lethbridge plant employs 130 people and assembles and
tests the PT6 helicopter engine. Currently 700 airlines use Pratt & Whitney
engines and there are 45,000 PWC engines in use worldwide.

- A recent 43,000 square foot expansion at Triple M Housing increased the
facility to 165,000 square feet in which they construct nearly 700 homes
a year that they export across Western Canada, Montana and Alaska.

- Still located in Lethbridge after more than 115 years, Lethbridge Iron
Works operates a modern facility of over 110,000 square feet on 7 acres
in the city’s industrial park. Using a modern automated production line
that incorporates three additional robots simply to do the repetitive
work, this facility is far more advanced than an old-fashioned foundry,
turning out more than 2,000 individual products and pouring 12,000
tons of iron per year.

- At Flexahopper Plastics Ltd., they know that ‘green’ is good for business.
In fact, they are one of Canada’s largest manufacturers operating on
wind energy (Bullfrog Power). The Lethbridge facility is 6 times larger
than it was in 1990, due to the adoption of lean production process.

Southern Alberta offers an extremely competitive cost environment, and is
one of the most competitive markets for manufacturing in the entire world.

Source: Competitive Alternatives: KPMG’s Guide to International Business Location, 2014 Edition.
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TOURISM

Southern Alberta is undoubtedly one of the most
breathtaking places on earth, as vast as it is varied in
landscape and experiences. It's a vacation destination you
won't soon forget, filled with unique activities, urban
charms and cultural jewels.

The tourism industry in this region is vibrant and growing with a breadth of
travel and tourism opportunities including culture, recreation, outdoor
adventure and all season destinations. From the prairies to the Rockies, enjoy
hiking, snowmobiling, blue-ribbon fly fishing, trail riding, golfing, authentic
Native experiences, museums and historic sites, and back-country spots not
on the map. Tourism infrastructure, service and operator opportunities are
present at every turn.

- Pristine mountain environments that enable recreational imagination.

- A diverse and visible heritage, from some of the largest cattle ranches in
the world to First Nations historical sites.

- National Geographic has recognized Alberta’s Crown of the Continent as
a pristine and unspoiled treasure of the world.

- Two UNESCO World Heritage sites — Waterton-Glacier International
Peace Park and Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump.

- Unique coulee landscapes and hoodoo rock formations at sites such as
Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park.

- Famous for rich deposits of fossils, including dinosaur bones and eggs at
sites such as Devil's Coulee.

- Castle Mountain Ski Resort boasts some of the longest vertical ski runs
in North America.

- Southwest Alberta is one of Alberta’s top film location sites where
cinematic masterpieces such as Little Big Man, Betrayal, Days of Heaven,
Unforgiven, and Brokeback Mountain were filmed. Technology-led
enterprise could also extend into the video/film and digital media sector.
Southern Alberta’s beautiful vistas and mountain views have been
captured in dozens of films over the years. The industry is positioned to
more than double in the next five years as the building of Alberta’s new
$23 million dollar film studio in Calgary.
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To see more great place to visit and explore, go to:

HEENE SRR, BRIE:

- travelalberta.com

- www.albertasouthwest.com

- www.exploresouthwestalberta.ca
- www.canadianbadlands.com

- www.albertaparks.ca

A more comprehensive list of cultural, natural,
historic, recreational, outdoor, entertainment and
just plain fun and interesting opportunities have
been provided below:

« Cultural & Natural destinations
o Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park
o Buffalo Rock Tipi Camp
o Devil's Coulee Dinosaur & Heritage Museum
o Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump World Heritage Site
o Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park
o Windy Rafters Barn Dance
o Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park
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« Recreation & Outdoor Adventure

o Canoeing & Kayaking

o Climbing & Hiking

o Curling

o Cycling

o Fishing

o Golf

o Paintball

o Skating & Skiing

o Trail Riding on horseback
o White Water Rafting

- Historical

o Empress Theatre

o Fort Museum of NWMP and First Nations Interpretive Centre
o Fort Whoop-Up National Historic Site

o Frank Slide Interpretive Centre

o Galt Museum & Archives

o Leitch Collieries

o Remington Carriage Museum

» Entertainment

o Concerts

o Festivals

o Live Music

o Performing Arts
o Symphony

o Theatre

« Other Destinations

o Ammolite Mine
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THANK YOU I:OR YDUR

THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:!

BT R Z RS IRERAR L P — INTERES T IN OUR REGION.

TR A X B A o

MK - ] yusze Sy

- 403.627.3373

- info@albertasouthwest.com We look forward to meeting you soon.
- www.albertasouthwest.com ,Hﬂ Eﬁ% 5 :15'3 EI] ;I% E"] «%E o

Martin Ebel Economic Development Officer
7T - ¥{H zrsrs !LEI’HBR]DE-E
e —

. 403328.5525 = :
- mebel@lethcounty.ca COUNTY

- www.lethcounty.ca
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Erin Crane Business Development Director

e E%ﬁﬁ' BHR wsrrza /%
o chooselethbridge

- erin@chooselethbridge.c
. www.chooselethbridge.ca

Pete Loverin g Manager

-}%ﬁ94..06;§9e% o ; sSouthGrow
- pete.lovering@southgrow.com

+ www.southgrow.com
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