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Motivating Question 

How do universities contribute 
to urban economic 
development?  
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Six vital university 
contributions 
1. Talent production 





University Employability Ranking 
Times  
Higher  
Education 
2016 
 
“Best public universities 
for delivering work-ready 
graduates.” 
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Earnings  
& Education 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2016 
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University of Toronto collaborations  
200 or more publications, 2010-2016  
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Six vital university 
contributions 
1. Talent production 
2. Portal of opportunity 
3. Talent magnet 
4. Connections 
5. Investment magnet 
6. Entrepreneurship 



Total startups reported to AUTM 
Single reporting institutions (excludes systems), common AUTM definitions, 2013-2016 



Enlightened self-interest 
A strong University helps build 
a strong city, and vice versa: a 
strong host city helps a 
university excel.  



The Amazon Spheres, Seattle 
NBBJ rendering 



Amazon’s HQ2? 
A checklist for modern, successful cities 
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