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What Are Clusters?

A cluster is a geographic concentration of related companies, organizations, and institutions in a particular field 

that can be present in a region, state, or nation. Clusters arise because they raise a company's productivity, 

which is influenced by local assets and the presence of like firms, institutions, and infrastructure that surround it.

Source: US Cluster Mapping 
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The Center is a partnership with Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC), Los Angeles
Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Center of Excellence for Labor Market Research. It will look to create
industry-driven education and workforce programs and curricula across the Southern California region’s talent
development systems with the goal to train, educate and upskill LA County’s residents for the knowledge-
intensive industries that will come to dominate our economic future. This work will also address the talent
gaps some employers face, and help balance the supply of skilled graduates with the projected hiring by local
employers, a balance which helps both job-seekers and local firms.

LA County’s 19 Community Colleges co-invested in the Center, which is housed at LAEDC. The Center will
deliver on the vision of the statewide Strong Workforce Program with new and better coordination by
combining research on the supply of and demand for talent, which may incite changes across the state in
how Strong Workforce is implemented.
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